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ever great mountains , and coming from it , I pafs'd over Swart- 
zenherg or the Black mountain, from whence I defcended lo. 
miles in a rocky Country , and farr more ftony thanthe Crau or 
Campus lafiJofttf in Provence ^ and fo to Aidofchim and Geritia , 
and leaving tne ScUvonhn behind , cntred into the Lijtgua Ful- 
lam., and fo onto this Noble and incomparably fortified City; 
where being yet uncertain, whether I fliould go to Venice y I 
would not omit to prefent you this accorapt, which I befeech 
you to accept fromc^f. 

F alma nova, in Friuli June i$, i6€p. 

Af* Accomftfrotv the fame Dr. Brown 
Concerning an Vn-common Lake ^ called t^eZitchnkzct-Sepym 
Carniola, 

HA ring aofs'd the River Dravus, and pafs'd Mount Lui- 
bel in the Carnick Alfes , by that noble paflage , cut 
through the Rooks , and vaulted like that of P4«//jf/>(rnear iV4- 
/>/« , I had a defire to take a view of the Lakeoi zirchnitz. , f o 
much fpokenof, and written on byfo few5 and therefore I 
went unto Cr4/Vj^»rig' upon the River Savus, zndiioio Labach ^ 
the chief City of C4r»w/4; from whence I continued my Jour- 
ney in Carniola betwixt the Hills and a great Marfh , till I came 
to Srounizza, two leagues from whence and beyond the Hills 
is feated the faid Lake , receiving that name from Z/>f/&»//z;, a 
town of about 300. houfes. 

This Lake is near two German Miles long , and one broad. 
On the South-fide thereof lyes a great Forrcft , wherein are 
many Deer, and wild Boares, Wolves and Bears. On the 
North fide the Country is flat ; but the whole Valley is eacom- 
pafTed with Hills, at fome diftance from it. 

This Lake is well fiU'd wi'h Water for the greateft part of the 
Year $ but in the Month of ^une it iinketh under ground,not on- 
ly by percolation or falling through the pores of the Earth, but 
retireth under ground , through many great holes at the bottom 
of it : And in the Month of September it returns by the fame, and 
fo in a very ftiort time fills up the Valley again. 

As the time of the waters Defcent is ihort , cfpecially when 
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the Lake grows lower, and hath for a while fliewcd fome abate- 
ment , fo the Afcentand return is fpeedy j for atthefe holes it 
mountcihwith fuch violence^that it fprings out of the ground 
to the heigh: of a pike, and foon covers the tradl of Earth 



again, 



And this p ece of grouni in the time of the retirement and ab- 
fenceof the Water is not unfruitful , but by a fpeedy and plen- 
tiful produ^iion of Grafs yieldeth not onlya prefent fuftcnan(!e 
for the hearts of the field, but a goodprovifion of hay for the 
cntde in the winter. 

Nui have the Inhabitants thereabout only the benefit of the 
ground b thcfc Commodities , but alfo the recreation and pro- 
fir by 'hunting. Forat the time of the waters abfence, Hares, 
Deer , B<>;ues and other Animals come inroitout of theneigh- 
boui iig Forrtft and Country, and aie taken feveral wayes by 
tht^m, 

• ieLake isnoton^y thus fill'd with water, but every year 
w ii do cd widi hih. The Prince-of £<:k«^^r^ is Lord of it 
;i;i > ot iriurh C^'uiitiy thereabout: Bur upon reftoring of the wa- 
ters :iH hive li^cny to Fiflii and the filhermen, ftandingup 
to tht waft 3t tha holes before-mentioned , intercept the paflfage 
ofth'' Fih, ;ind cake a very great number of them , which o- 
therwiCt wi uld be fecure for fome Months under the Earth, aad 
not fall to reru'n in September. 

Ti'ie . ihot tl'is L ike have a clofer habitation than thofc ofa- 
ny othei I know-, for, tlieypafs fome Months under the Earth, 
and a good part of the Winter under Jce, I could not learn, 
t'v'.t tlure were any O'/frj in this Like, (which othetwifemuft 
pre 'oablv have 1 1' en the fame Couifc with the fifh-, ) nor that 
there were :'iiy rema kible txtraneous '^ubftances , any Vegeta- 
bles, or ufiknown Filhes brought up by the water, but thofe 
which come up are of the fame kind with thofe which def- 
cended. 

But hefide thefe holes at the b;-»ttom of the Lake (of which 

thereaicmuiv ) t'leeareal, > iiveis Cavrns and deep places in 

ti;e Coun y o^CarnioU^ even where there is nowuer •, afterthe 

likera.innei as wc have in the Peack-comtrr* and at Elden-hele 

JO England, 

halfe 



CtoSO 

HalfeanEnglifli mile nearer the Late than the town o^zirck- 
mtz,^ (lands a village named ^M</<?r/, and nejgher to the Lake 
than this, another vil age called Nid:rdorf: between thefe two 
there are Corn-fields; yet fometimes thele lands :'i e alfo drov»n'd- 
and 'tis conceived, that there are divers fubterraneous Caverns 
under theni; for,it happens fometir.es at Niderdorf , that the 
ground finks in fcveral places upon the fudden retiring of the 
Lake \ and the aforefaid Prince of Eckeubcrg was once fo curious, 
as to defcend into one ho'e , through which he prfTec! under an 
Hill, and came out on the other fide; as 1 was inlormcd by Mon- 
fieur Andreas Wifer theprefent Judg of Ziichriitz , and alfo by 
^ohanesWifer^ who hath formerly held the fame place. 

The people,who are acquainted with the Lake, wet and dry , 
know where they are, and have a particular kno' ledge of the 
eminencies, valliesand inequalities of it; for,the bottom of the 
Lake is not even , or near about the fame depth, but fometimes 
two foot^and then fuddenly twenty yards deep. And becaufe 
the Fifli haunt the deep places more than the (hallows-, they have 
given names to the 7. chiefeft cavities ©r valleys in the Lake. 

I took boat zt Niderdorf'^ and went divers miles on the Lake, 
paffing over the five firft valley?. I wentalfo to a noted Stone, 
commonly called the Fifhers-ftone , which hath fomewhat of the 
ufe of the Nilejcofe-plllar at Grand Cairo i for by a certain appea- 
rance of that, they conjefture how foon the Lake will retire. I 
alfo pafled by a noted Hill, which, whenthe La', c is high, be- 
comes a pleafantifland 5 and fo I returned, &(. 
yeaiee June 20. 1669, 
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